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Abstract

Buddhist arts originated based on the life and philosophy of
Gautama Buddha. Through the ages, the storehouse of Buddhist
arts became enriched in various ways with the patronage of kings
of different dynasties and the thoughtful pursuit of artists from
different regions. Although Buddha's life and philosophy are the
main subjects of Buddhist arts, various elements of contemporary
Indian society, such as culture, education, art, historical traditions
and many more can be found in it. For this reason, various
artifacts of Buddhist arts are considered as invaluable sources for
the history of ancient India. Ancient India was ruled by various
dynasties from the Buddha's period to the Gupta era. This article
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sheds light on how each dynasty contributed to the initiation and
development of Buddhist arts. In particular, the contributions of
the Haryanka, Maurya, Sunga, Indo-Greek, Kushan, Satavahana,
Gupta and other dynasties are specially reviewed.
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...... Asoka seems to be one of the few politicians of the world who

realized that propaganda is more important than legislation in matters
relating to the people’s inclinations and sentiments” (Sircar, 1975: 24).
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